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a plurality of links to couple each local server to a set of viewer receivers without 
coupling the viewerteceivers together, each local server to transmit viewable data 
objects to viewer receWers; and 

at least one storage server to\tore the viewable data objects and to transmit a subset of 
the stored data objects to tne local servers in response [responsive] to [different 
expected] demands made by \he local servers [there present]. 

2. (Amended) The network of claim 1, wher&in the at least one storage server is adapted to 

transmit the viewable data objects based on priorities determined by the local server 
identity and viewable data object content. 

3. (Amended) The network of claim 1, wherein each local server is adapted to transmit the 

viewable data objects to a plurality of viewer televisions. 

4. (Amended) The network of claim 1, wherein eaoh local server is capable of deleting a first 

viewable data object to free space to store a new viewable data object in response to [the] 
a priority [for] of the new viewable data objec\ being higher than [the] a priority for the 
first viewable data object. 



5. (Amended) TheWtwork of claim 1, further comprising: 




a plurality of [ 
objects; 



a plurality of [second] aqditidhal H 
a distinct set of [second] additu 
additional viewer receivers t 



additionaliocal servers to store subsets of the viewable data 



^ch [second] additional local server to 
Avers without coupling the [second] 
S^bnd] additional local server to 
fttional viewer receivers; and 



transmit viewable data obj^cts^to [secon 




[a second] an additional storage server to^Stere-tfie viewable data objects and to transmit 
a subset of the [stored] viewable data objects to the [second] additional local servers 
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f responajyel in response to [different expected] demands made by the additional 
local prvVs Jihere present]; and 

a hardware\m^i^r toj automatically distribute new viewable data objects to the [first] 
at least one storage server and to the additional [and second] storage server[s]. 



303 

4 




TfvJfc j^3^ 7> ( Amended) Vhe network of claim [6] 5, wherein the [network] hardware manager is adapted 
to contromvork queues for data objects stored on the local servers. 

[he network of claim 1, wherein the local servers support restricted viewer 
\control, access to viewer streaming control being restricted [based on one of] 
of a characteristic selected from a group consisting of an event[s], a local 
serve*»Uocdity, and viewable data object content [of data objects], 

9. (Amende^A network for transmitting viewable data objects interactively, comprising: 

a plurality^ local servers to store subsets of the viewable data objects; 

a plurality of line^o couple each local server to a set of viewer receivers without 
coupling viewer rb^eivers together, each local server to transmit a viewable data 
object to a viewer receiver in response to receiving a request therefrom; and 

at least one storage server to stote the viewable data objects and to transmit a subset of 
the stored data objects to the local servers [responsive] in response to different 
[expected] demands made by the lobql servers [there present]. 

10. (AmendfecQ The^ietw^rt of claim 9, wherein the storage server is adapted to transmit 
particular Mewa^sdj ta objects to particular local servers based on priorities determined 
by the idenmy^the particular local servers and the content of the particular viewable 



data objects. 



^u© 11- (Amended) The ne\work of claim 10 [9], wherein [a portion] at least one of the priorities can 
be dynamically undated by events. \ 
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amended) The network of claim 9, wherein the local servers support streaming control of 
Viewable data objects by viewers, said control being restricted [based] on the basis of a 
characteristic selected from a group consisting [one] of an event [s], a local server 
locality, and viewable data object content [of data objects]. 

14, ( Amended) Yhe network of claim 9, wherein each local server is capable of deleting a first 

viewable data object to free space to store a new viewable data object if [the] a priority 
for the new viewable data object is higher than [the] a priority for the first viewable data 
object. 

15. (Amended) The network of claim 9, further comprising: 

a plurality of [second ^dditional loc ar^ervers to store subsets of the viewable data 
objects; 

a plurality of [second] additional lines to couple each [second] additional local server to 
a set of [second] ^ditiWal Wwer receivers without coupling the additional viewer 
receivers together, each [secfrra U additional local server to transmit a viewable data 
object to [a second] an additionalyvqewer receiver in response to receiving a request 
therefrom; and 

[a second] an additional storage server to storfe the viewable data objects and to transmit 
a subset of the stored data objects to the [secbmd] additional local servers in response 
[responsive] to different [expected] demands [tft^re present] made by the additional 
local servers ; and 



a hardware manager to automatically distribute new viewable data objects to the [first] 
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local servers are capable of storing and later deleting the group of data objects as a single 
unit. 




19. (Amenqed) The network of claim 15 [9], wherein the [network] hardware manager is 
adapted toVontrol work queues for data objects stored on the local servers. 

20. (Amended) A cable television network, comprising: 

a plurality of locftl servers to transmit viewable data objects to different viewer 
televisions, eaclTlocal serverto transmit a viewable data object to one of the 
television? in response to-^eqj!iest from the one of the televisions; and 

a device to transmit Koe&aMe data objects to each of the local servers, the device 
capable of transmuting different cmta objects to the different local servers. 

21. (Amended) The network of clairrr\20, wherein the local servers form a star- shaped network 

about the device. 



jf^ 23. (Amended) The rfc 



streaming conjtroF 



xlaim 20, wherein the local servers support restricted viewer 
to viewer streaming control being restricted on the basis of a 



characteristic sslectefj pm a group consisting [based on one] of an event [s], a local 
server locality, and viewable data object content [of data objects]. 



25. (Amended) Thknetwork of claim 24, wherein the hardware manager is adapted to control 

work queues for dataobjects stored on the local servers. 

26. (Amended) A rr|ethod\fd^stribu|ing viewable data objects to viewer receivers, the method 

comprising: ^ 

selecting a first vieW^l^ata^bject from a pool of viewable data objects in response to 
a first preselected events 

selecting a second viewable data^bject from the pool in response to a second 
preselected event; 
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transmitting the first and seCofrd viewable data objects to respective first and second 
local servers, the first and second objects being responsive to different priorities of 
the respective first and second Itocal servers for viewable data object content; 

sending [a] the first viewable data objeo^ from the first local server to a first viewer 
receiver; and 

sending [a] the second viewable data object ffcpm the second local server to a second 
viewer receiver. 



27. (Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the act[s] of sending the first data object and 

the act of sendmg the second data object are executed in response to requests from the 
viewer receivers\ 

28. (Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the act[s] of selecting a first viewable data 

object and the act o reelecting a second viewable data object are executed [based], in part, 
on the basis of operations data received from the local servers. 

\ ft 

29. (Amended) The method oftclaim 26, farther comprising: 

sending a list of available viewable data objects to the first local server; and 

wherein the act of selecting a first viewable data object is executed in response 

[responsive] to receiving the list and to priorities for data object content at the first 
local server. 

30. (Amended) The method of claim 2<5, further comprising: 

receiving a request for a viewable data object from the first viewer receiver; and 

wherein the act of selecting a first aata object is executed in response [ive] to receiving 
the request from the first viewerYeceiver. 



31. (Amended) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 
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transmitting meta data from a central manager to the local servers; and 

receiving a request for a viewable data object from a viewer['s] receiver in response to 
streaming a portion of the meta data on the viewer['s] receiver. 

32. (Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the act of selecting includes calculating a delay 
with operations data from the first Weal server; and 

\ 

wherein transmitting a first viewable data object is performed after the delay ends; and 
further comprising: 

storing a portion of the first viewable data object in storage space of the first local server 
Ysl / iV. freed at the end of the delay. 

i33. (Amended) A netwVk to provide viewable data objects to television viewers interactively, 
the network comprising: 

a plurality of local senders to store viewable data objects, each local server to transmit 
particular viewable oata objects to a distinct and different set of televisions, each 
local server to transmit^ particular viewable data object to one of the televisions in 
response to receiving a request from the one of the televisions; and 

a storage server coupled to distribute viewable data objects to the local servers, the 
storage server being responsive to [actual and expected] demands of the sets of 
televisions connected to each different local server. 

REMARKS 

Applicants amend the claims to address all §1 12 rejections and to more particularly point 
out the claimed subject matter. In particular, Applicants amend claims 5 and 15 to replace the 
adjective "second" with the adjective "additional." This amendment distinguishes the additional 
elements recited in those claims from corresponding elements in claim 1 without the need to 



